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Technology: Security Officials Seek to Block Some Online Maps

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=15091682

Many state and local governments are putting their information on the Internet for wider access. But some detailed maps are being withheld from the Internet on the basis of national security. One example is maps of gas pipelines. Another example is the Geographic Information System for the city of Greenwich, Connecticut, and in particular the part that shows the locations of manholes and similar features that lead under storm sewers or train station or hospital. Critics argue that the manholes are clearly visible and labelled, so that any terrorists could find them easily, but citizens cannot use the information to check on adequate drainage or to know where to locate a business. There are no national standards, so cities are making decisions on their own. One company says that the flood of information will overwhelm cities, and the information will become publicly available that way.

