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Computers, the Internet, and Society

Agenda for Class 3
9/26/06

I. Changes to the course web site – mainly to accommodate IST 3720, eCommerce

II. Don’t forget to go to the course web site and sign in

III. List of what we covered on Agenda 2 last class (September 12)

A. I. Course web site

B. II. Review of course

C. III. Computer Forum (Moodle)

D. IV. Using lab computers

E. V. Digital photos for Moodle

F. VI. The Internet in the News

G. VII. Worms, viruses and so forth

1. B – types – left to read on your own

a. #10 - Denial of Service attack. In a Denial of Service (DOS) attack, many clients under control of the hackers flood a server with dummy requests and keep it so busy that it cannot respond to requests legitimate users. No one hacks into the server, no user information is compromised, but the server is not available to legitimate users.

This is where we left off, on the Agenda.

H. File, file path, using Windows Explorer – from handout, Windows Common Elements VI and VII

1. Example: c:\My documents\Internet\Essay1.doc

2. “Keep your file safe tonight / walk the path from left to right”

IV. This class:

A. Announcements

B. Windows Common Elements (handout on last class)

C. Word Processing overview

D. Uploading files

E. How the Internet works

F. Internet applications

G. File sharing

H. Social issue - Productivity

V. Announcements

A. Quiz 1 at the beginning of the next class (Tuesday October 10). Open book, open notes. See Quiz 1 topics on the course web site.

B. I have updated the Social Issues document on the course web site. Choose one of these as the subject for Essay A, due 10/31.

VI. Windows Common Elements (handout)

VII. Word Processing Overview (handout)

VIII. Uploading files (here, to Moodle)

IX. The Internet: Structure, Functions and Applications (handout)

X. File sharing and ethics.

A. Sharing music files is an example of an intellectual property issue. Intellectual property did not used to be valued, compared with material property, but today this is changing.

1. Developed to protect inventor or originator, allow them to earn money for idea, for a limited time.

2. Increasing length of patents and copyrights (now 70 years after death of copyrighter)

3. Patenting ideas and methods (one-click purchasing, for example), DNA for a cell

B. Competing idea is that "information wants to be free."

1. Development of Internet

2. Unix / Linux - Free Software Foundation

C. Music is clearly copyrighted by distributors and copying is illegal. DMCA of 1998. Some criticism that pendulum may have swung two far away from public's right to information, and innovator's right (and heirs?) to make money. The original idea behind a right to profit from an idea was to encourage innovation.

D. Effects of Internet

1. Copies are as good as the original, easy to make

2. Can be done easily, on a massive scale.

E. Generations:

1. Napster kept a directory on their own central computer, they got sued

2. Peer software (KaZaa, etc.), no central directory, must find IP addresses, get mailing addresses from ISPs and sue users

3. Programmers now working to better hide the IPs of users

F. Effects

1. One consistent effect of the Internet has that "the middleman" is put out of business or has a reduced role - direct connection between customer and seller.

2. Music industry is the middleman here, between artist and audience. Can the music industry escape a crisis?

3. Effect on musicians is unclear. Musicians have always claimed they don't earn enough from record sales, and this is typical when distribution is a bottleneck. Unknown artists may benefit by providing free music over the Internet, pulling people to concerts.

XI. Social Issues - productivity. The US economy is growing now, the stock market is recovering from the crash, but jobs are not increasing. What is going on?

A. Sharp increase in productivity recently - $ of output per hour of labor

B. Normally followed by a corresponding increase in demand, but currently this is not happening

C. Without increase in demand, employers are laying off workers
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