Using Moodle


IST 3715: Using Moodle

Setting up your account on the online system (Moodle)

Moodle assignment, to be done by the class #2. I think these instructions will work well for you, but if you have trouble, CONTACT ME FOR HELP RIGHT AWAY! (Do not let your frustration build up. Phone will be better than email.) This may look like a lot to do, but most of it will go very quickly.

1. Start a web browser and go to http://techtools.culma.wayne.edu/moodle (there is also a link off of the course web site, which is at http://www.is.wayne.edu/drbowen/inetf06).

2. Scroll down to the very bottom of the screen and click on Login

3. Follow the directions on the right side of the screen - the ones under "Is this your first time here?" That is, create a new account on Moodle. You will supply your own User Name and Password, so be prepared. When Moodle asks for your "Surname," that is your last or family name. When Moodle asks for your email address, you must supply a valid email address (Moodle does check). This does not have to be a WSU email address, but can be any email address that can receive normal email with a “@” in the address.

4. When you have completed the new account form and clicked on the button, “Create my new account,” you are temporarily done with Moodle.

5. You are now at step 3 of the instructions on the Moodle web site (reading your email from Moodle), so open the email account that you told Moodle about and look for a recent email message with the title "CULMA Open Learning Forums: account confirmation." It will be from "Bill Warters." Click on the link in the email message or, if the link is not clickable, copy and paste the URL into a Web Browser.

6. When you get to Step 5 of the instructions on the Moodle web site, the course you want to enroll in, IST 3715, will be listed as "F06 IST 3715 Computers, the Internet, and Society" or "F06_3715."

7. Trust me, you will need this: the enrolment key for this course is "3715f06" (without the quotes), and that is zero, not “oh.”

8. AFTER THIS FIRST TIME, YOU WILL LOGIN ON THE LEFT SIDE UNDER "Returning to this web site?" or, alternatively, you can link directly to these two courses and login there, saving a step.

9. On the opening screen - it says "CULMA Open Learning Forums" in big letters up at the top - under "People", click on "Edit profile." You can set this as you wish, except I do require an address and TWO telephone numbers (which can be the same) down near the bottom. Phone 1 should be a daytime telephone number, and Phone 2 an evening telephone number

NOTE: Describing yourself here is NOT the assignment to post in the Forum “Introduce Yourself.”

10. By default, Moodle generates a lot of email to you – copies of all postings to each Forum. The plus side is that you can run this course from your email – you can read the postings as email instead of making a separate trip to Moodle, and each posting contains a link to the Forum, and you can go there and reply if you want. The minus side is all of that email. In Moodle-speak, if you “subscribe” to a Forum, you get the email; if you are “unsubscribed” you do not get the email. By default, you are subscribed to each Forum in which you post, which means all of them. If you unsubscribe, you still see the postings in Moodle. To turn the email off, Edit your Moodle Profile, and change “Forum auto-subscribe:” to “No, don’t automatically subscribe me to forums.” With this default, you will still be able to subscribe to individual Forums one by one, if you want – there will be a “Subscribe” link in the upper right of each Forum.
More About Moodle

1. Moodle uses an icon to represent you. The default icon is a grinning yellow fool of a smiley face, but you can substitute a digital photo anytime you “Edit Profile.” I will be taking digital photos for this purpose, during the first few classes.

2. ON EVERY SCREEN AFTER THE OPENING SCREEN, the "breadcrumbs" separated by ">>" on the top green bar are very important and very helpful for moving around, and are much better than the "Back" button. For example, clicking on the rightmost white breadcrumb works like a "Cancel" for whatever you are in at the time. The "IST_3715" breadcrumb will always get you back to "Course Central" in Moodle, where there is a link back to the public web site for the course.

3. The default Moodle URL - http://techtools.culma.wayne.edu/moodle – takes you to a generic opening page where you have to choose the course. After you have set up your Moodle account, you can also use a link direct to this course, to save a step or two. The direct link is http://tools.comm.wayne.edu/moodle/course/view.php?id=25 .

4. Other things you can do in Moodle:

a. Post to Forums

b. Turn in Essays

c. Check on your Activities – how many posts, what homework you have turned in, etc.

d. Check your grades for assignments turned in on Moodle

e. Check on the course participants – names and pictures.

f. Send a message to another class member, including me. NOTE that Moodle messages are not picked up until that person logs on to Moodle, so email is probably quicker.

g. See who else is logged onto Moodle now, and optionally send a message to them, or chat with them (send a message to invite the chat). The chat occurs in a separate window, so you can continue working in Moodle as well as chat.
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