
eCommerce Agenda 4 for 10/31/06


IST 3720 – eCommerce

Fall, 2006

10/31/06

Topics:

I. 
Meeting schedule.

A. Tuesday November 14 in UGL Computer Lab A (Room 1140 on the first floor).

B. 
All other dates in 223 State Hall: November 28 and December 12 (last class meeting, all reports due).
SCHEDULE:

1. eCommerce web site and final project report due Thursday November 30

2. Your report on both of the other web sites due Thursday December 14

II. 
Project plan. From last week:

A. Here are the steps that I will expect in your project:

1. Project A: create a simple web page (“passive” – not accepting user input) and upload it to the web server (the web server we will be using for this class). You will use a temporary account on the server for the whole class

2. Complete information sheet for full private account on server

3. Description of project (draft, to be updated)

a. What is the name of the company in your project, or the organization, or whatever.

b. What are you selling or doing online?

c. Layout of web site – see B below

d. (Added 10/31) – layout of order form with field names (see VII A below)
e. My advice is not to get too complicated or elaborate – it will be hard enough to get a simple project done during the semester.

4. NEW: Project 2: an HTML form (in class tonight)

5. Project B: simple form to accept name and echo it back

6. Passive web pages for project

7. Form web page for project, for users to type in information

8. Script web page for project, to process typed-in information

9. Set up database file and upload it to server

10. Debug project

11. Evaluate projects of others and write report (standards forthcoming)

B. Web pages will be linked together (hyperlinks). Already presented.

III. Layout of eCommerce interactive processing

A. Customer fills out order form (special “form” section of web page with special tags), clicks on “Submit” button

B. Form data sent to web server for processing by script page specified on hidden part of form

C. Script page can:

1. Insert form data in response page (MUST be a response page)

2. Send data to a database

a. Here, for security, script sends data to “DSN” which connects to the database

3. Insert form data into an email message

4. Etc. etc. etc.

D. 
Server sends the response page in C.1. back to user.

IV. You can use Composer for your HTML order form.

A. Composer will not compose the Form tags for you, but you can enter these in <HTML> Source view, and they WILL show up in Normal view

V. Project B – a form to echo back the name of the user

A. Use Composer to make a form where the user can enter his/her name

1. Must enter form and input tags in <HTML> Source view

2. Must include action for form tag – make this “ProjectB.asp”

3. Must include name for the text box

4. Save to floppy diskette

a. File name = two initials and then “_ProjB.htm”

B. Open ProjectB.txt

1. Review of form – DB

2. Change the name of the name field if this does not match the name on your form

3. Save to floppy – change extension to asp

C. FTP both to server and check them out

VI. Tags for HTML forms - review

A. Form tag – HTML text Pg 269

1. <FORM method=”post” action=”response.asp”>
tags for individual form elements… (see below)
</FORM>

a. response: your file name goes here
2. 
The action is the name of the script file or page. Its name can vary to describe what you want it to do. In this course, the extension will be fixed at asp for Active Server Page. Other extensions you can see are exe, php, java, and others.

B. 
Form element tags – go between <FORM> and </FORM> - HTML text Pp272 – 286. You must also put regular passive or static HTML in here to explain what the fields are to your users.
name – use your own name here, to suggest the contents of the field. This is the name of the information in that form field.
data – this is the value that gets sent back to the server if this element is chosen. Choose it to suggest the meaning of the selection.

1. Text box
<INPUT type=”text” name=”name” options/>

2. Password box
<INPUT type=”password” name=”name” options/>

3. Radio buttons
<INPUT type=”radio” name=”name” value=”data” options/>.
Repeat once for each button. “name” must be the same for a set.

4. Check boxes
<INPUT type=”checkbox” name=”name” value=”data” options/>
Repeat once for each button. “name” can be the same, but does not have to be.

5. Drop-down menu – options are lines in the drop-down
<SELECT name=”name” options>
  <OPTION value=”data”>drop-down text</OPTION>
  One <OPTION>text</OPTION> for each menu choice
</SELECT>

6. Text area (scrollable multi-line input)
<TEXTAREA name=”name” rows=”n” columns=”m”>
</TEXTAREA>

7. Submit button
<INPUT type=”Submit” label=”What button says” />

C. “disabled” attribute. Inside any tag for a form field, you can include the attribute “disabled” (without the quotes). This is good for prices; the price data goes back to the server, but the customer cannot change it.

VII. Example of eCommerce order form and asp form processor

A. You will need the fields and names for your order form VERY soon – decide on these and document them for your reference, for example:

1. First name. text box. Name = what will you cal this?

2. Last name. text box. Name = ?

3. Street address. text box. Name = ?

B. Each piece of information (first name, last name, etc.) CAN have three separate names – name on the order form, name in the script, and name in the database

1. Keep all three the same, but you will have to do this – this is why you will need the reference list in A
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