
Agenda 12


Computers and Society

Agenda 12: December 4

Sections 984 and 988

Web site for this class: http://www.is.wayne.edu/drbowen/casf06

Web site for all of IST 2710: http://www.is.wayne.edu/gst2710

I. 
Announcements

A. Don’t forget to sign in and out tonight.

B. Quiz 2

1. There will be a makeup for Quiz 2 on Monday, December 11 at 5 – 6 PM in the regular classroom. If I get emails from people who need the makeup but cannot make that time, there will be an alternate time earlier the same day, either 8:15 AM or 2 PM, but not both. If you want to retake Quiz 2 to improve your grade, email me.

2. If you want to see your diskette from Quiz 2, see me. After December 11, diskettes will be erased for the Final.

C. Convergence, continued. A New York Times article titled “For DVDs, the Future is Gloomy” (11/29/06, Pg C1) describes new competing moves to sell Internet movie downloads by Wal-Mart and BitTorrent. BitTorrent is a very small company (35 employees) that uses a special protocol that divides large files into smaller pieces, each piece being sent by a different peer server (a computer which has previously downloaded the file), to quickly download large files without overloading servers or the Internet itself. Because of the speed and convenience, BitTorrent is now estimated as the source for 40% of all Internet traffic. BitTorrent will partner with “eight media companies, including 20th Century Fox, Paramount, and MTV Networks. Wal-Mart will use Hewlett-Packard technology. Its partners were not announced but there are reported agreements or near-agreements with all major studios. While DVDs are still expected to remain popular for years, “the latest steps show that studios and retailers have concluded that the future of home-video sales lies online.” Other recent online video distribution systems have involved Apple, Amazon, Google and AOL. While BitTorrent may become a large player over time, Wal-Mart, accounting for 37% of video sales will have the largest immediate impact. While Wal-Mart’s downloads will not be fully operational until next year, the store did announce that purchasers of the “Superman Returns” DVD would also be able to download the movie to a portable device for $1.97, to a PC for $2.97 or both for $3.97.

D. Web Browsers. An article in the New York Times (11/11/06) describes Browser speed tests by Mark Wilton-Jones, who concluded that the browser Opera is the fastest for Windows computers in most categories (http://www.howtocreate.co.uk/browserSpeed.html). An article in the 12/5/06 edition of PC Magazine, describing how hackers are increasingly attacking computers through web browsers cites data showing that Opera has many fewer security flaws than either Internet Explorer or Firefox. Opera is available for free downloads at www.opera.com . To test your own Internet connection speed, see the link in the Online Tools section of the course web site. There are many sites that will do this free for you, besides this one, but I thought this was the best-done site.

E. Reminder about the Grade_What-If spreadsheet, on the class web site. This is an Excel spreadsheet with the same formulas that I will use to calculate your course grade. Note that you MUST enter something for the Essay in order to have the course average be meaningful. You can download this to a disk (hard drove, floppy diskette, etc.) and use it to:

1. Find your current grade status in this course. To do this, enter your grades from the online grade reports, and leave all uncompleted work blank.

2. Change your grades from the online grade reports to see what the effect would be if you redid some assignments for better grades.

3. Update your current grade status by entering new grades each week

4. Enter zeroes for work you would like not to do, or for missed classes, to see what the effect on your grade would be.

Full directions for the Grade_What-If are in the Excel file.

F. Starting November 20, if you turn in more than four assignments at a class (two labs and two homework assignments), they may not be graded in time for the regular class grade at the end of the semester. On the day of the Final Exam, only one lab and one homework assignment may count. Work turned in above this limit will count for a makeup grade, after the normal course grades. If you turn in more work than these limits, I MAY be able to get it graded in time to count in the normal course grades, but I cannot guarantee to meet this schedule. If this will cause you difficulties, you should let me know as soon as possible (no guarantee that I can meet an earlier schedule, but I will try).

G. The Essay is due in one week, on December 11, the week before the Final Exam. See Agenda 5, Item I.C, for a description.

H. The Final Exam is in two weeks, on Monday, December 18, at the normal class time. The review for the Final will be the week before. The Topics for the Final are a handout today.

I. If you want to improve your attendance grade, a makeup assignment is to write additional Essays on other Social Issues in the handout. Each additional Essay can make up for one missed class. These makeup Essays must be turned in on disk, instead of hard copy.

J. Student Evaluation of Teaching (SET) tonight, just before the start of the lab period.

II. 
Topics we will cover in class today: 

A. File Extensions.

B. How the CPU works.

C. Storing programs in a computer

D. Microsoft Access (database).

E. Social issues.

III. 
File extensions. In Windows, the file extension identifies the application used to create the file, which is also normally the application used to edit, view and print the file. The exception to this is that HTML files, which can also be edited using text editors and, in some cases, Word.

	Extension
	Use

	exe, com
	Program

	dll
	Temporary executable module (only loaded when needed)

	txt
	Plain text file, ASCII codes only, no formatting

	doc
	Word

	wpd
	Word Perfect (alternate word processor)

	wks
	Works (several companies make programs called Works

	xls
	Excel

	mdb
	Access

	htm, html
	Web (IE or Netscape)

	gif, jp(e)g
	Internet graphics file


IV. 
How the CPU works (handout)

V. 
Storing programs in a computer (File Sizes for Computer Information, Installment 2)

VI. 
Microsoft Access (handout)

VII. 
Social issues

A. Issue: Invasion of privacy (and databases and the Social Security Number)

B. Issue: Racial / ethnic / cultural equality (Digital Divide)

C. Issue: Permanent underclass (will there be one)

VIII. 
Lab 12. Read the following steps all the way through before starting. Label your work "Lab 12."

A. In Microsoft Office 2003 Professional, do Access Tutorial 1 (AC 3 through 28, with the green corners about at the middle of the book. If you are going to do this outside of this lab, make sure that you know which pages to work on before you leave class tonight. Make the printouts of your document as described and a cover sheet made using Word (see below), and save your document to your floppy diskette.

B. In this tutorial, you start from the existing file, Seasonal.mdb, which you can download from the course web site or get from the CD that came with your book. 

C. Create a one-page cover sheet for your lab using Word. On the cover sheet, put:

1. Your name

2. This Assignment (Lab 12)

3. Your location (Oakland Center)

4. The full path (drive, any folders, and filename) that you saved your Excel file with.

5. Print out the cover sheet and staple it in front of your printouts.

D. As a result of your work in this lab, you should be able to do the following under test conditions: 

1. Start Access, beginning with the computer off.

2. Open an existing database, open a table in the database, move around in the records, and print the table.

3. Create a Query using the Simple Query Wizard, and sort and print the query results.

4. Create and print a form using the AutoForm Wizard and print a single record using the form.

5. Create, preview and print a Form using AutoReport.

6. Compact and repair a database.

7. Exit Access.

E. To practice these without the detailed directions in the Tutorial, look at the Review Assignment and Case Problems at the end of the Tutorial.

IX. 
Don’t forget to sign out before you leave.
X. 
Turning your computer off

A. Save any files that you have worked on during the class and still have open

B. Click on "Start" then Shut Down...

C. Make sure that "Shut down the computer" is selected and click "Yes"

D. Wait for the dialog "It is now safe to turn off your computer.", then turn off the power. 

XI. 
Assignment 12, due at the beginning of the next class. Write or type "Assignment 12" on the work you turn in for this assignment. 

A. Use Microsoft Word to write a short essay (200 to 300 words) on any one of the second six social issues on the "Issues in Science and Technology" web page. INCLUDE THE NAME OF THE ISSUE FROM THE WEB PAGE, AND THE WORD COUNT AS REPORTED BY MICROSOFT WORD! Your essay should briefly describe the background and facts, give at least two opinions on the issue, and give your own point of view. You can disagree with the point of view in the handout, but you may not ignore the disagreement. In other words, if there is disagreement, acknowledge that and describe it. Use Word spell check and grammar check. Turn your essay in on a diskette, not hard copy. Include a header as follows:

1. The number of words in the body, as reported by Microsoft Word (Tools / Word Count…)

2. Your name

3. A title for the essay

B. Repeat A for a second issue.

C. For “Protecting Yourself Online,”

1. Describe one harmful type of computer software, one privacy threat, and one annoyance.

2. What prompts people to write harmful software?

3. Describe two things that you can do to protect yourself online.

D. In Computers and Technology in a Changing Society, read Chapter 8 and answer the Key Terms at the end of the Chapter.

E. Based on this week’s reading in Computers and Technology in a Changing Society, briefly describe the following possible developments AND describe why each could be important to society:

1. nanotechnology

2. quantum computers

3. optical computers

4. holographic storage

5. FOLED

F. Based on this week’s reading in Computers and Technology in a Changing Society, briefly describe the following possible developments AND describe why each could be important to society:

1. Artificial Intelligence

2. Natural Language Systems

3. Expert System

4. Neural Networks

5. Virtual Reality

6. robotic surgery

7. Telemedicine

G. Based on this week’s reading in Computers and Technology in a Changing Society, briefly describe possible benefits and risks of rapid technological advance.

H. In Microsoft Office 2003 Professional, read Access Tutorial 2 in preparation for Lab 13 next week.
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