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The Department of Interdisciplinary Studies (DIS) is located in WSU’s College of Urban, Labor and Metropolitan Affairs (CLUMA). The University Provost (chief academic officer), Nancy Barrett, is proposing breaking CULMA up into its separate units and putting the units in other locations. The University’s Academic Senate is considering this proposal, after first hearing reports from its subcommittees. The Senate is scheduled to vote on this proposal on May 4. Assuming the Senate affirms the proposal, the governing body of the University, the elected Board of Governors, will vote on this at its meeting of June 1. If this vote is positive, that will be the final approval. The Provost wants this to happen starting with the Fall 2005 semester.

The Provost’s proposal for DIS is that it, along with Chicano-Boricua Studies (CBS, also presently in CULMA), The Division of Community Education (DCE) and Project 350, would be put in a new unit under a new Vice President for Undergraduate Programs, reporting to the Provost. CULMA, including DIS, is against the Provost’s proposal, and apparently the Provost is considering changes to her proposal, such as taking more time to consider the place for each unit, and moving DIS somewhere else after an initial period. DIS has a list of concerns, but also says that the process is too fast to allow careful consideration, and that the concerns of DIS are not being sufficiently taken into account. There are some more specifics further on. The other units of CULMA have similar concerns.

DIS has set up a web site (www.is.wayne.edu/situation) with the Provost’s proposal, an initial list of DIS issues with that proposal, and other relevant documents, and letters that students are writing to the Provost, to the Academic Senate, and to the Board of Governors. The web site also has addresses for these people. Once you know their names, you can find email addresses using the WSU online Directory at http://networks.wayne.edu/onlinedirectory, or use the link at the site above.

Clearly there is a lot of concern within CULMA and DIS over the effects of the Provost’s proposals. Overall, CULMA is the most direct expression of the University’s Urban Mission, or commitment to Detroit and the Detroit Metropolitan Area. Certainly the University as a whole, and other Colleges in addition, have pieces of the Urban Mission, but CULMA is where the most concentrated direct work is done, and was established with this idea in mind. DIS views its piece of the Urban Mission as serving working adult students. Specifically for DIS, we are concerned most fundamentally about our ability to continue this. Our program is especially designed for this, with a unique blend of faculty, counselors and staff. We have found CULMA to be a good place to work from, and are concerned that other locations would break off pieces of this package, or make changes that would damage what we do.

There is a Town Hall Meeting to discuss this situation, coordinated by State Senator Martha Scott, who represents the 2nd Senate District (parts of Detroit, and the cities of Hamtramck, Harper Woods, Highland Park and all of the Grosse Pointes). The Meeting is this coming Friday, April 15, 4 PM, at Murray Wright High School, 2001 West Warren Avenue, Detroit.

