Syllabus: ISP 4860 – Senior Seminar II (Writing Intensive)

Winter 2009, Section 002, CRN 

Wednesdays 6 – 9:40 PM in 012 Manoogian (see two exceptions below)

Course website: www.is.wayne.edu/drbowen/sensemW09

About this course. This Syllabus covers section 002 of ISP 4860 for the Winter 2009 semester. The course topic is “the human footprint,” or the impact of humans on the earth and on each other. The main assignment for this course is a 25 page paper, written during the semester as five chapters of about five pages each. The class meets in 012 Manoogian on Wednesdays from 6 – 9:40 PM, except for the second and third classes on January 21 and 28, which will meet in UGL Computer Lab C, Room 3150.

General Education. This course satisfies the Writing Intensive (WI) general education requirement.

Instructor: David Bowen, d.r.bowen@wayne.edu / cell phone: 248-217-1316

CAMPUS


HOME




FORD (some Fridays)
216 Physics Building

4704 Elmhurst Avenue

313-390-2155

666 West Hancock

Royal Oak, MI
48073

dbowen2@ford.com

Detroit, MI
48202

248-549-8518

313-577-1498


AIM Screen Name: wsu web guy

Office Hours:
Tuesdays and Thursdays 2:30 – 3:30 PM in 216 Physics

Mondays 5 to 6  PM in 100 Shapero


Wednesdays 5 to 6 PM in 012 Manoogian (except 1/21 and 1/28 in UGL)




Or call or email or set up an appointment

Required Textbooks (all will be available at the Barnes and Noble campus bookstore). Abbreviations used in the assignment schedule are in parentheses in front of the title.

1. (PIP) Planet in Peril: Atlas of Current Threats to People and the Environment by Alain Gresh et al., pub 2006 by UNEP/GRID-Arendal, ISBN No: 82-7701-038-9

2. (SOP) Donald Kennedy et al., State of the Planet 2006-2007, pub American Association for the Advancement of Science / Island Press 2006. ISBN 1-59726-063-0

3. Andrea Lunsford, The Everyday Writer, pub Bedford St Martin’s. Any edition. You probably already have this from a previous IS writing course.

Also may be useful, depending on your specific topic, but not required and not in bookstore:

1. 2008 State of the World: Innovations for a Sustainable Economy pub. WorldWatch Institute, W.W. Norton 2008. ISBN 978-0-393-33031-1

2. Vital Signs 2007-2008: The Trends that are Shaping Our Future pub. WorldWatch Institute, W.W. Norton 2007. ISBN 978-0-393-33129-5

3. 2008 New York Times Almanac pub. Penguin 2007. ISBN 978-0-14-311233-4

4. UN Millennium Ecosystem Assessment: Ecosystems and Human Well-Being reports, pub. Island Press:

a. Framework for Assessment 2003 ISBN 1-55963-403-0

b. Our Human Planet: Framework for Decision Makers 2005 ISBN 1-55963-387-5

c. Synthesis 2005 ISBN 1-59726-040-1

Assignments: PIP: Planet in Peril / SOP: State of the Planet

	Week
	Date
	Reading due
	Assignment due
	Class topics

	1
	1/14
	---
	---
	Syllabus, topic overview

	2
	1/21
	PIP 5-19
	Class in UGL 3150 Lab C
	Population

	3
	1/28
	PIP 20-37
	Class in UGL 3150 Lab C
	Urbanization

	4
	2/4
	SOP 142 – 159
	Choice of Topic (
	Development / disease

	5
	2/11
	SOP 29 – 48
	
	Food / fish

	6
	2/18
	SOP 49 – 67
	List of references
	Failed States, Water

	7
	2/25
	SOP 5 – 27
	Chapter 1 draft
	Ecosystem services

	8
	3/4
	SOP 69 – 86
	Chapters 2 & 3 draft
	Energy / Global Warming

	9
	3/11
	SOP 183 - 192
	Chapter 1 revised
	Sustainability

	
	3/18
	Spring Break
	
	

	10
	3/25
	SOP 115 – 137
	Chapters 2 & 3 revised
	Consumption & waste

	11
	4/1
	SOP 161 – 182
	Chapters 4 & 5 draft
	Land: dwelling & food

	12
	4/8
	SOP 88 – 114
	
	Tragedy of Commons

	13
	4/15
	
	Final paper
	Summary

	14
	4/22
	
	
	Oral reports


Additional class topics not shown above:

· Research: Paper Structure, Sources, References

· Writing and Grammar: Parts of speech, Spelling, Sentences, Number agreement, Paragraphs, Punctuation, Organization, Style, Outlining and revision, Oral presentations

Availability of Materials, Missed Class: All course materials will be available at www.is.wayne.edu/drbowen/SenSemW09, the course web site. If you miss a class, you are expected to download the materials from the web site, read them, and ask any questions during office hours or by phone or email, before the next class.

Paper and Chapters. The main assignment is a 25 page research paper, normally composed of 5 chapters averaging five pages each, with references according to the Modern Language Association (MLA). The topic of the paper is one of the subtopics, as listed in the right-hand column of the assignment schedule above. The suggested  parts of the paper are:

· Title Page (does not count in page count). Title of paper, your name, course, semester.

· Chapter 1. Overview of the human footprint

· Chapter 2. Your subtopic. World background and importance of this area.

· Chapter 3. World trends in your subtopic.

· Chapter 4. Sustainable solutions in your subtopic, paths to sustainability, summary of area.

· Chapter 5. Implications of your subtopic for the overall human footprint.

· References (does not count in page count)

· Works Cited (does not count in page count)

Scope of Subtopic. If you choose a subtopic as listed above (e.g. “Food”), that means the full scope of the subtopic, especially (a) adequacy of current supply, (b) adequacy if current trends continue, (c), new technologies and methods that could improve matters, (d) sustainability (e) all types of food and (f) in all regions of the world. You can narrow the topic by covering only (g) some types of food (e.g. “Grains”) OR (h) some regions of the world (e.g. “Africa”), but if you want to narrow the scope more than g or h (but not more than one), I may not let you. If you are going to narrow the topic as above, state this when you put your topic on Moodle.
Research Requirements: Minimum of twelve research-quality references, e.g. (a) scholarly books or articles, (b) UN & other government websites, (c) websites of scholarly/research organizations and (d) class textbooks and references in the textbooks. A minimum of eight references must come from the WSU research databases. For scientific or technical topics, you can also use (e) the New York Times and (f) Scientific American. On Wednesday January 21 we will meet in UGL Room 3150 (Computer Lab C) to learn about and practice using the WSU research databases to find research-quality references. Deborah Tucker will lead this session.
Grades will be assigned on the following basis:

· 10% Attendance

· 10% Meeting assignment dates (drafts, revisions)

· 5% In-class writing and coursework

· 15% Paper mechanics (grammar, spelling, etc.)

· 20% Paper form (chapters, organization, reference form, etc.)

· 30% Paper content

· 10% Oral presentation

Grading scale:

· 90 and above: A

· 80 – 89: B

· 70 – 79: C

· 60 – 69: D

· 0 – 59: F

In addition, the bottom three points of each range are the “minus” range and the top three points of each range are the “plus” range. For example, 82 is a B-. Also note that WSU does not allow an A+ for a semester grade, although it can be awarded for an individual assignment.

Turning in assignments. All assignments will be turned in and returned using the course management system Moodle, an alternative to BlackBoard. The use of Moodle will be covered in class during the third class meeting, on Wednesday January 28, in 3150 UGL (Computer Lab C). To set up your Moodle account, during this class meeting you will need an email account that you can access with a web browser, during the class. Your WSU email account will work; you can access it at webmail.wayne.edu with any web browser.

Grade Appeals. If you feel that your semester grade is unfair, there is a Grade Appeals process that you should follow. The first steps are: (a) first you should discuss this informally with me, (b) then you should discuss it with me more formally, say by email, so that there is a record. If you are still not satisfied at this point, (c) then appeal to Howard Finley (313-577-0832, howard.finley@wayne.edu), and (d) then to Jogindra Wadehra in the Physics Department (313-577-2740, wadehra@wayne.edu). Starting with Step (d), see

 http://www.clas.wayne.edu/clas_files/Grade_Appeal_process.pdf; my summary above is only a guide. This document also lists the grounds for grade appeals, and the deadlines and other requirements.

Educational Accessibility: If you feel that you may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability, please feel free to contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Additionally, Student Disability Services (SDS, formerly the Office of Educational Accessibility Services), coordinates reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. The office is located in 1600 UGL, phone: 313-577-1851 (Voice) or 577-3365(TTY), web site http://studentdisability.wayne.edu/.

Class Conduct. Due to the size and location of the class, I expect the following standards for conduct:

1. Cell phones and other electronics will not be used in class. If you need to take an emergency call, for example concerning child care, leave the room.

2. During class, you have the right to ask for repetition and/or clarification and/or specific examples of general cases, and to understand what is going on at the time. You do not have the right to bother your neighbors to ask them to repeat or clarify; this causes them to fall behind.

3. I will try to maintain an informal atmosphere to encourage your questions and comments.

Sanctions may include loss of credit for attendance, lowering of grades, rejection of one or more assignments, and/or expulsion from class.

Grading for Course withdrawals. Students who stop class participation will normally be given an F. In order to request an I, you must have completed a substantial part of the semester work (about 50% or more), set a completion date in consultation with the Instructor, and an agreed makeup plan for all work including missed class time.

Revising and making up work: In this class, you can revise work done for credit, for a better grade, and make up missed assignments, even after the course is over. Revisions or makeups turned in after the last class on 4/22 will not go into the regular grade, but will be used for a Change of Grade only. You can turn in revisions of graded work and makeups up to 6 weeks before the end of the Winter 2010 semester. See the “Makeup Work” page on the course website for information on making up assignments.

PLAGIARISM. Putting this topic at the end does not imply that I think it is unimportant, but instead that I think it applies to everything in this course. In academic work, plagiarism is treated as a serious breaking of the rules, but it has harmful effects on your education beyond this. Plagiarism basically means passing off someone else's work as your own, and includes reusing your own work from the present course or from past courses. It does not matter whether this is done on purpose or by accident, by commission or omission, from one source or from many sources; it is still plagiarism, and it is still serious.

The Interdisciplinary Studies Program has a formal Plagiarism Policy at http://www.clas.wayne.edu/IS, then click on the tab “Current Students” at the top, and then on “Plagiarism.” Alternately, follow the link on the course web site.

In this course, I will ignore the first case of work that contains plagiarism, as if it were never turned in. In order to receive credit for the assignment, another topic must be chosen, and the work completely rewritten. Note that at the end of the course, there may not be enough time to redo the work, or even to notify you, before grades are due. Therefore, plagiarism near the end of the semester can have a particularly serious effect on your grade. The second case of plagiarism will count as an automatic failure for that assignment, and the third case will result in failure for the course. In all cases, including the first, a memo will be sent to the Program describing the plagiarism, and the action I have taken.

The main consequence of plagiarism, whether or not it is detected, is that you will not have the confidence that you can do the course work. The ability to step up in the outside world and say with confidence, "I can do that" is surely one of the primary benefits of a college-level course, and is the source of the other benefits. You may "get away" with plagiarism once or even more than once, but the main cost is that your college education, which is one of the best things you can do for yourself, will not have the benefits you were looking for.
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