ORAL PRESENTATION

Your oral remarks should last only about ten minutes. Do not read a prepared text. Instead stimulate and lead a discussion of your topic using your handout and answers to Questions 5-9. Bring enough copies of the one-page handout that accompanies the presentation for each member of the class. If you need audio-visual equipment for your presentation, let me know in advance. Even if you have not completed the final version of your paper, you can still reflect your current thinking.

Items to include in your one-page handout
l.
Title and your name

2.
Abstract: include thesis statement and a summary of major findings/ insights

3.
Table of Contents of the essay

4.
A beginning bibliography for those interested in knowing more about your topic

Questions to address in your oral remarks

5.
Did your topic change over the course of research?

6.
What problems did you encounter in doing research, and how did you solve them?

7.
How did this study contribute to your understanding of the future of society and the ecosystem?

8.
How was your study “interdisciplinary”?

9.
What did you learn about doing advanced research that will be useful in the future?

Topics you may include if you wish

10.
Why did you choose your topic?

11.
Why do you think your topic is important?

12.
Was about this was hard, easy, interesting, boring, fun?

13.
Do you feel that you accomplished something significant?

General advice:

· The LCD projector will be on hand. You can bring material on a USB drive.

· Prepare in advance and practice several times. Pretend you have an audience, or enlist friends and family as a practice audience.

· Note cards can help you remember specific points. Write large!

· Give a short list of topics at the beginning.

· A surprising or provocative first sentence will grab your audience.

· Have opinions and say what they are.

· Give a brief summary at the end.

· Get a good night’s sleep and eat well but not too well.

· If you are nervous, “use it.” It can make you sharp. But try not to be terrified.

· Face the audience and make eye contact.

· Thank the audience at the end.

