Practicing MLA References
Work in groups of about four people. In each group, take two pieces of paper.

Body of paper. At the top of the first piece, write “Practicing MLA References” and the first and last names of everyone in the group. Still on the first page, which will be like the body of your paper, copy out, inside quotes, two sentences from Planet in Peril and two from State of the Planet, and add the in-text citations for these quotations. Also, as an example of an electronic resource, cite and reference a line in the notes for this class, as if you read it one the course website. (Five citations in all.)
Works Cited page. The second piece of paper will be your Works Cited page (Works Cited always starts on a new page). At the top, write out “Works Cited” (without the quotes or underlining). Below, write the works cited entries, alphabetized, for your citations above. 

Use the quick reference below for the citation and reference formats.
Each group turns in the two pieces of paper in the right order, stapled together.
MLA Formatting
This is a brief guide only. For more detail and examples, consult, for example, the MLA sections of The Everyday Writer or The OWL
In-text citations (in the paper)

Simple citation; one work for one author

Human beings have been described as "symbol-using animals" (Burke 3).

Alternate forms of citations

Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (263).

Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 263).

Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263).

A work with multiple authors

Cite by the last name of the first listed author

Multiple works by same author

Lightenor has argued that computers are not useful tools for small children ("Too Soon" 38), though he has acknowledged elsewhere that early exposure to computer games does lead to better small motor skill development in a child's second and third year ("Hand-Eye Development" 17).

Works Cited / Works Consulted (page at end, does not count in page count)
General format, book with one author
Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication.

Example

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. New York: Penguin Books, 1987.

Book with multiple authors

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring. Boston: Allyn, 2000.

Two works by same author

Palmer, William J. Dickens and New Historicism. New York: St. Martin's, 1997.

---. The Films of the Eighties: A Social History. Carbondale: Southern Illinois UP, 1993.

General format, Periodical (for example, a magazine or scholarly journal

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Periodical Day Month Year: pages.

Example

Poniewozik, James. "TV Makes a Too-Close Call." Time 20 Nov. 2000: 70-71.

Article in a newspaper
Brubaker, Bill. "New Health Center Targets County's Uninsured Patients." Washington Post 24 May 2007: LZ01.

Electronic sources

Here are some common features you should try and find before citing electronic sources in MLA style. Always include as much information as is available/applicable:

· Author and/or editor names

· Name of the database, or title of project, book, article

· Any version numbers available

· Date of version, revision, or posting

· Publisher information

· Date you accessed the material

· Electronic address, printed between carets ([<, >]).

Web Sources

Web sites (in MLA style, the "W" in Web is capitalized, and "Web site" or "Web sites" are written as two words) and Web pages are arguably the most commonly cited form of electronic resource today.

General format

Name of Site. Date of Posting/Revision. Name of institution/organization affiliated with the site (sometimes found in copyright statements). Date you accessed the site [electronic address].
Entire Website
The Purdue OWL. 26 Aug. 2008. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue University. 23 April 2008 <http://owl.english.purdue.edu>.

Individual Resources (web pages)
Purdue OWL. "MLA Formatting and Style Guide." The Online Writing Lab at Purdue. 10 May 2008. Purdue University Writing Lab. 12 May 2008 <http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/>.

