The New York Times website

Viewed 3/19/09

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/03/20/science/earth/20bird.html?hp

One Third of U.S. Bird Species Endangered, Survey Finds
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Published: March 19, 2009

Surveys by government agencies, conservation organizations and citizen volunteers show that nearly a third of the nation’s 800 bird species are endangered, threatened or in serious decline, Interior Secretary Ken Salazar said Thursday.

Mr. Salazar spoke as he issued “The U.S. State of the Birds,” a report he called the first-ever comprehensive bird survey in the nation. The survey found that over the last four decades, grassland birds had declined by 40 percent and birds in arid lands by 30 percent.

It also said that 39 percent of bird species dependent on American coastal waters had declined, with birds in Hawaii particularly threatened.

The birds are afflicted by a range of problems including wetlands loss, development, pollution. Birds in Hawaii are particularly vulnerable, the study says.

But the report’s outlook is not uniformly gloomy. There have been major increases in populations of pelicans, herons, egrets, osprey and ducks, fueled by efforts to preserve and better manage the nation’s wetlands.

The report draws on data collected by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service and the United States Geological Survey, with assistance from groups including the American Bird Conservancy, the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and volunteer participants in the National Audubon Society’s annual Christmas Bird Count.
